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Tervetuloa! Welcome!
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The Sisu Award honors people who have served the Frederick 
community with determination and perseverance, living up to 
the best meaning of sisu. These people generally don’t tout their 

own accomplishments, so their work often goes uncelebrated. This 
award is one small way we can say “thank you” for all the quiet work 
that goes into making our community a great place to live. 

“It is a privilege to recognize Kevin Barton as  
the 2019 Sisu Honoree.”

—Krysti Mikkonen,  
Frederick Forward President

ABOUT KEVIN BARTON

A  ll volunteer firefighters have SISU. For his extra efforts, Kevin 
Barton for his time and efforts is recognized as this year’s SISU 

honoree. Kevin Barton started as a firefighter serving the Frederick 
area in the fall of 2001. In 2012 he became fire chief of the all-
volunteer squad. 

The number of volunteers has increased significantly since Kevin 
took over leadership. When asked if there was a key to getting 
people involved he said he found that if he shared knowledge, the 
volunteers became more involved and driven with the purpose. 
Those good volunteers brought in more good people. Barton said, 
‘Each one (volunteer) has specific talents that enhance our fire 
department. Very proud to know every single one of them. Some of 
them I may have never got to interact with if I didn’t get know them 
down at the station.”

In addition to the increased number and commitment of 
volunteer firefighters, other changes under Kevin’s leadership 
include:

•	 In 2013 a used F350 4 door was purchased and one of our 
volunteers found a tank unit to install on it.

•	 We got a UTV side by side in 2014 
•	 A public vote passed for the taxing for an official fire 

district in Jan 2016 
•	 A new #1 engine bought with taxing district funds was 

delivered in December 2016. 
•	 2017 a used Ford F550 was purchased for wildland fires. 
•	 A used UTV to help with wildland fires so we can get into 

places where bigger trucks can’t go was purchased in 2018. 
•	 We now have a truck in Barnard for fire fighters who live 

in that area 
•	 We also have a truck at Elm lake with a crew of fighters in 

their area.
Kevin’s commitment to the Frederick Fire Area Fire and Rescue 

isn’t his only volunteer gig. He’s also been an active member of 

Tervetuloa! Welcome!
SISU AWARD HONORS SERVICE

2012 – CLEM BRAA & MERLON KOTILA
2011 – BOB & VALERIE NIXON
2010 – JOHN & ANNIKKI MARTTILA
2009 – PAT & RAY MIKKONEN

Finn Fest Royalty

Past Sisu Award Winners
2018 – STEPHANIE SUMPTION
2017 – RICHARD OSBORN & LOLA GELLING
2016 – CONNIE & DALE GROOP
2015 – SCOTT CAMPBELL
2014 – JIM & KAY DUMIRE
2013 – BOB & DOROTHY SMITH

From 2009-12, people of Finnish descent were selected and honored as 
Finn Fest Royalty. The Sisu Award, which honors outstanding community 
service regardless of descent, was first given in 2013.

the Elm Valley Community Club since 1995. He has been a board 
member of the Ellendale Country Club for 9 years and put in 
numerous volunteer hours improving aspects of the course. Kevin 
also served as a board member and past President of the Brown 
County Fire Chiefs Association since 2007.

What Kevin loves most about his hometown is the small town 
atmosphere and understanding public. Some communities have 
tried and failed to pass a fire district and the Frederick Community 
supported the effort by quite a large margin. That kind of support 
makes it easier to want to stay committed to the volunteer effort. 

When asked what inspires Kevin to continue on as a volunteer 
he answered, “Serving with good people who help and inspire me 
as a person in all the volunteer organizations, especially the men 
and women of both the fire & rescue services that we offer to the 
community of Frederick.” 

He added Our EMS squad is top notch. We’re able to transport 
and provide basic life support for our community. The volunteer 
rescue squad is under the direction of Firefighter/EMT Director 
David Losure. 
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Frederick is named after a Finn-
ish man, Kustaa “Frederick” 
Bergstadius, who was a clerk 

and emigrant agent for the Chicago-
Milwaukee-St. Paul Railway Com-
pany. Some records say that he never 
actually visited the area, but he was 
satisfied enough with the report of a 
friend, Erick Pikkarainen, that he en-
couraged others to move there. 

Finnish immigrants were among 
the area’s first settlers; many of 
them homesteaded northeast of 
Frederick in the area of Savo, which 
was named after Bergstadius’ home 
province in Finland. 

The first Finn Fest was held 
in 2008 when members of 
Frederick Forward, a community 
development group discussed 
having an annual festival in the 
town. It started with the help of the 
Horizons program of the Northeast 
Area Foundation.  It was decided 
that the festival should celebrate 
what makes Frederick unique and 
that is the town’s Finnish heritage.

Finn Fest honors Frederick’s Finnish heritage

The caption on this publicity map reads: “Was founded in the spring of 1882 and is the finest town site in Dakota, and, 
during the first year of its existence, rapidly developed in size and prominence, now numbering about 700 population 
and many solid business enterprises. Among its many improvements it has every facility for commercial business in the 
way of railroads, telegraph, banking, express, mail, etc., is situated on the Maple River and on the H. & D. Division of the C., 
M. & St. P. R. R., and soon to be connect with the Northwestern by the O., F. & B. R. R. from Ordway to Bismarck, which is 
to be completed to Frederick at an early day. Frederick is in the center of the best agricultural part of the Jim River Valley, 
with pure water, fine churches and schools, excellent society, and destined to become a prosperous commercial city. For 
information as to prices of lots, etc., address C. F. Campau, Frederick, D. T.”

 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
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Continued on page FF7

FRIDAY, JUNE 21
9 PM MÖLKKY OPEN PRACTICE. Learn the game & practice 

for Saturday’s tournament! Simmons Park
9:45 PM FIRE ON THE WATER, JUHANNUSKOKKO.  

Maple River, Simmons Park
10:00 PM SKY LANTERN PARADE. Watch the sky light 

up with beautiful floating lanterns. ($3-$5 each) 
Make a wish, send a message and let it go! 
Simmons Park

10:15 PM FIREWORKS. Simmons Park

SATURDAY, JUNE 22
7:30 AM 5K ROAD RACE REGISTRATION. Race begins 

at 8 AM. Sponsored by FHS Cross Country Team 
Questions? Contact Janelle Barondeau at  
290-3137.  Frederick Area School

8 AM - 
3 PM

CRAFT & VENDOR SHOW. If you’re interested in 
being a craft or food vendor register online.  Frederick 
Area School

8 AM 5K ROAD RACE. Race begins. Frederick Area 
School

8 AM - 
10:30 AM 

PANCAKE BREAKFAST. Finnish and traditional 
Pancakes, Sausage & Biscuits & Gravy sponsored by the 
Knights of Columbus. Free Will Offering. Frederick Area 
School

8 AM - 
10 AM 

BAKE SALE. Sponsored by Frederick Area Historical 
Society. Frederick Area School

8 AM -  
10 AM

FINN FEST SOUVENIS SALES. Display throughout 
the day. Museum display; sale of Frederick and Finn 
Fest souvenirs. Stop by for coffee & cookies. Frederick 
Museum

10:30 AM-  
1:30 PM

CARAMEL ROLLS, BBQ, & BRATS. Community Store

10:30 AM-  
12 PM

ROOT BEER FLOATS. Emma Burnham Library

10:30 AM - 
12 PM

CAR SHOW REGISTRATION. East side of Fylpaa 
Building - Museum on Main Street

10:30 AM- 
1:30 PM

CAR SHOW. All entries welcome to join the parade 
then park for show! Prizes Include: Best of Show – 
People’s Choice – Motorcycle – Miscellaneous (tractors, 
etc…) – Highschool Class (Student 18 under & MUST 
own the car). Main Street

12 PM PARADE. Free registration at finnfest.net. Lineup starts at 
11:15 AM. 

1 PM - 5 PM INFLATABLE GAMES. Sponsored by the Elm Valley 
Men’s Community Club. Simmons Park

 SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
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Green Iron
Equipment

209 11th St. N.  •  Ellendale, ND 58436
701-349-5336  •  1-877-949-5336

greenironequipment.com

Locally owned 
and here to stay!

We hope everyone has  
a safe and wonderful time at Finn Fest!
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1 PM MÖLKKY  TOURNAMENT (Finnish stick-throwing 
game). Fun to Play & Easy to Learn. No fee to enter. 
Trophies for 1st - 3rd place! Simmons Park

2 PM - 5 PM FINNISH COMPETITIVE GAMES. Boot Toss, Cell 
Phone Toss and Midwest Wife-Carrying Championship. 
Preregistration preferred, but not required; t-shirts for 
wife carrying not guaranteed for those not preregistered. 
Simmons Park

5 PM-  
7 PM

PICNIC. Hosted by South Dakota Snow Queen Festival. 
Free will offering. Frederick Area School

7 PM SISU CEREMONY. This includes the SISU Award 
Presentation and Little Miss/Mister Finn Contest. Frederick 
Area School

6:30 PM-  
8:30 PM

KEVIN HORNER - VENTRILOQUIST/MAGIC/
COMEDIAN. Frederick Area School

9 PM-  
12 AM

ROCK IT MAN DUELING PIANOS. Cost $15/person in 
advance or $20/person at door. All tips & funds raised by 
Dueling Pianos are being donated back to the Community. 
Main Street

SUNDAY, JUNE 23
10 AM CHURCH SERVICE. Savo Church
11:30 PM FELLOWSHIP & LUNCH. Möjokka Stew, Finn Bread. 

Free will donation.

703 2nd Ave.  •  Frederick, S.D.
Nick Johnson, 380-9333  •  Troy Millard, 216-0360

“From Patio Lights to Grain Bin Sites”
Stop in and see us on the Poker Run!

Bring a lawn chair to events in the park!
Need to know more? Go to FINNFEST.NET!

Continued from page FF5



FF8   •  OFF IC IAL  2019  F INN FEST  PROGRAM  •  WWW.F INNFEST.NET

Hefting wives and toss-
ing boots may not be 
Olympic sports, but 
that doesn’t mean Finns 
don’t take them seri-
ously! (Well, OK, there 
sometimes might be a 
smile peeking around a 
competitor’s game face.) 
These sports have large 
tournaments in Finland 
that attract international 
participants.  

The wife-carrying 
competition, or 
eukonkanto, which 
tests both a couple’s 
physical condition and 
sense of humor, has its 
roots in the stories of a 
robber who would steal 
girls from neighboring 
villages. In the contest, 
men can carry their 
wives however they like, 
but they must take care 
not to drop them, or they 

will have seconds added 
to their time! The fastest 
wife-carrying couple 
receives the equivalent of 
the wife’s weight in beer. 

In the boot toss, 
or saappaanheitto, 
contestants try to throw 
their boots as far as they 
can. They can grip the 
boot however they like, 
but the leg of the boot 
must be straight while it 
is in the air. We’ll have 
some “official” rubber 
boots on hand for the 
contest! Nearly all ages 
can participate. 

And if you’ve ever had 
the urge to chuck your 
cell phone, join us for 
kännykänheitto. 

You can also try the 
Finnish version of “Dance 
Dance Revolution.” It’s 
tikkuristi, a dance done 
over two crossed sticks. 

The music gets faster, 
and the goal is keeping 
the dancing going 
without touching the 
sticks. Last one still 
dancing wins!

Kubb and mölkky, 
both involving 
throwing pieces of 
wood, are great strategy 
games for all ages. This 
year, Frederick is an 
official site for the USA 
Mölkky Tour!

Come join the fun!

Finnish games offer something for all ages PAST EUKONKANTO 
WINNERS 
2008 – Marty & Jen Morlock
2009 – Marty & Jen Morlock	
2010 – Marty & Jen Morlock
2011 – Tim & Lisa Kauk
2012 – Wyatt Sumption & 

Amanda Kallas
2013 – Brooke Haas  

& Ty Sumption
2014 – Don & Trista 

Nickelson 
2015 –No contest held
2016 – Don & Trista 

Nickelson
2017 – Don & Trista 

Nickelson 
2018 – XXX
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Prairie Builders
ne w homes • remodeling • free es timat es

Gary Peterson

Frederick, SD  •  605-329-7088

Welcome to Frederick
from

VE
NTRILOQUIST

RO
CK

 IT
 M

AN
 DUELING PIANOS

AIRBOAT RIDES

Take a ride on a 
COOL Air Ranger 

Airboat! $12/person  
1 - 5 PM 

SATURDAY

With 20 years of 
experience and a 3 
time Peoples Choice 
Award winner for the 
art of Ventriloquism.  

7:15 PM SATURDAY

PARADE!

INFLATABLES!
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 DUELING PIANOS

Enjoy Rock and 
Roll, country, blues, 
jazz, oldies, newies, 
in-betweenies and 

comedy! $15/person in 
advance or $20/person at 

door. All tips & funds raised 
by Dueling Pianos are being 

donated back to the Community.  
9 PM SATURDAY

AIRBOAT RIDES

CAR SHOW

All entries welcome to 
join the parade and then 

park for the show! 
12-3 PM SATURDAY

GAMES FOR ALL AGES!

CRAFT  
VENDORS!



FF12   •  OFF IC IAL  2019  F INN FEST  PROGRAM  •  WWW.F INNFEST.NET

Small-town operation. Big-town service.

FREDERICK
FARMERS     ELEVATOR

Feed   •   Twine   •   Grain Handling

605-329-2411
502 5th St. • Frederick, S.d.

After hours, call Junior on cell:  329-7411

Neighbors helping neighbors.
Join us the first Wednesday  
of  each month in Frederick. 

Annual projects include the F-5 
Fishing Tournament at Elm Lake  

the last Saturday in January. 

For more information, including meeting location,  
call President Warren Sumption at 329-2453  

or Treasurer Scott Campbell at 329-2030.

PROUD SPONSORS OF THE FIREWORKS

E V C C
Elm Valley Men’s

Commun i t y  C l ub
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Ellendale  |  349-3213  |  starionbank.com
Member FDIC

TAKING YOUNGG  YYYOOUUU
 farther

M E Y E R S 
Tractor & Combine Salvage LLC

BUYING 
Rough and Fire-Damaged 

Tractors — Anywhere

From Titan Machinery, East Hwy 12:
5 miles north on Brown County 14, then 1/2 mile west

www.meyerstractor.com 

39012 128th St., Aberdeen, SD 605-225-0185

E-mail: meyers@nrctv.com

SELLING 
Quality Used Parts

Frederick Seed, LLC
38609 107th St.  •  Frederick, SD 

605-216-6777  •  rich.achen@plantpioneer.com

Seed • Liquid Fertilizer & Chemical • Hometown Service!
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FINN FEST MAP
Simmons Park
Frederick Area Museum
Main Street  Station
Community Center
First National Bank
Community Store
Frederick Area School

1
2
3
4
5

8

Savo Church and 
Hall are located at 
the intersection of 
Brown County roads 
3 and 14.
A brochure for a self-
guided tour of Savo’s 
Finnish Community 
is available at the 
museum.

Agtegra Gas Station
Savo Hall
Savo Church
Finnish Apostolic Church  
    & North Savo Cemetery
South Savo Cemetery
Aurland United Norwegian    
    Church

9
10
11

126
137

Rick Grieben
225 S. Dakota St.
Aberdeen, SD
SALES & SERVICE

(605) 725-2111
fax: (605) 725-2110

ricksheatingandac@nvc.net

Geothermal 
Air to Air Heat Pump 

Air Conditioner 
High Efficiency Gas Furnace

Air Purification System  
Steam Humidifier



ForwardFREDERICK

BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT  •  HELPING TO MAINTAIN PUBLIC SPACES  •  COMMUNITY EVENTS  •  RIDESHARE  
WELCOMING COMMITTEE  •  PROVIDING COMMUNITY NEWS AND INFORMATION

If you want to support the Frederick newsletter, or if you live out of the area and want to subscribe, please send $30 to: 
Frederick Forward, PO Box 533, Frederick, SD 57441. Be sure to include a note with your address.

Keep up with Frederick on our website!  www.fredericksd.com   •   THANK YOU for all your past and future support!

Paljon kiitoksia!

Small town,  
     big dreams!

   MANY THANKS to all those who help make Finn Fest possible:

FRIENDS OF FINN FEST

E V C C
Elm Valley Men’s

Commun i t y  C l ub

FINN FEST STAR FUNDERS      
These sponsors donated $1,000 or more:

These sponsors donated $600 or more:

ForwardFREDERICK

FANS OF FINN FEST

Annika’s Weaving
Ben Hofer Backhoe
Carlsen Funeral Homes
Chad’s Electric
Dale & Connie Groop
Dan & Dianne Cutler

These sponsors donated $300 or 
more toward the celebration.
Aberdeen Dental Center

Agriswine Alliance

American Legion Club-Ellendale

Dakota Plains Feed & Grain

Doug Braa

Family Dental Care

Agtegra
Farmers Union Oil
George & Donna Sumption

Mikkonen Organic 
Town of Frederick

Frederick Farmers Elevator

Frederick Seed

Green Iron Equipment

Insurance Plus

James Valley Communications

JM Electric

Joel & Stephanie Sumption 

Lee & Tracy Olson

Leonard & Leslie Sumption 

Mertz Lumber & Supply

Meyers Tractor Salvage

Natural Dakota Soy

Nickelson Farms

Pantorium Cleaners

Prairie Builders

Rick’s Heating & Air 
Conditioning

Starion Financial

Dan & Sheila Rahja
Ellendale Pharmacy
Ellwein Equipment
Engelhart Ranch
Full Circle Ag

Gappa Electric
Harms Oil
Hub City Livestock & 

Auction
JB’s Ceramics

Leroy & Sharon Ham
Northern Electric Cooperative
Pierson Ford 

AND MANY VOLUNTEERS!


